COMMUNITY NEWS
Astra The Lonely
Airplane takes off
at Joseph-Beth
Booksellers
Local PR pro and chil
dren’s book author Julie
Whitney kickedoﬀ the
oﬃcial launch of her new
children’s book Astra The
Lonely Airplane with a
story time at JosephBeth
booksellers on Saturday
March 5.
She talked to the chil
dren about Captain Dan’s
background and how he
became a pilot, and ex
plained how his job loss
led her to write the book.
She then read the book,
and showed children the
accompanying 3minute
video which stars Whit
ney’s husband, Captain
Dan.
Captain Dan then
came out and made a sur
prise appearance clad in
his pilot uniform and did
fun a Q&A with the kids,
who were absolutely de
lighted.
Whitney will be wear
ing her pilot uniform
quite a bit this spring as
she brings her book to life
at schools, libraries and
other venues throughout
the spring and summer.
To request an author vis
it, go to astrathelone
lyairplane.com.
The book may be pur
chased at JosephBeth,
and online at Amazon
.com, BN.com, Booksho
p.org, Target.com and at
independent booksellers
from coasttocoast.
Julie Whitney, Phillip
piWhitney Communica
tions LLC

Julie Whitney and her husband Captain Dan promote her children’s books. PROVIDED

ized Hamilton County
grant funds to help them
persevere.
The Todd Portune In
novation
Champion
Award went to Nancy
Aichholz of Aviatra. Nan
cy has served amazing
female founders from
idea to exit and every
thing in between. She has
piloted a program that
has welcomed over 3,000
women with ideas or

HCDC highlights
annual awards
program with merger
and rebrand
announcement
HCDC, Inc. held its
largestever Annual Eco
nomic
Development
Awards and Expo with
over 400 guests on Feb.
23 at the Sharonville Con
vention Center, to cele
brate organizations and
individuals who have
partnered with HCDC to
help build the local econ
omy “one business at a
time.”
The room was ﬁlled
with banking partners,
community leaders, eco
nomic developers, entre
preneurs, government of
ﬁcials, and Startup Cincy
ecosystem partners, all
gathered to celebrate the
region.
Lt. Governor Jon Hust
ed delivered the keynote
address and spoke about
the great value entrepre
neurs bring to our state
and the importance of in
vesting in local startups
because that money gets
directly pumped back
into our local economy.
The event included
two major announce
ments. HCDC announced
the merger with Access
Business Finance. This
merger will allow them to
connect with more busi
nesses and third party
lenders. In conjunction
with the merger on March
21, 2022 HCDC will also
change their name to Al
loy Development Compa
ny to showcase that they
add strength to business
es, ideas, and communi
ties.
“We’ve always been
the solution that has been
in the shadows of many
development
projects.
With this new name and
this new brand, we look
forward to being in the
light going forward,” said
Patrick Longo, president
and CEO.
This year, seven indi
viduals and organiza
tions were celebrated by
HCDC for their success
and contributions to our
community.

Cincy Brewing was one of seven individuals and
organizations celebrated this year by HCDC for their
success and contributions to our community.
PROVIDED

h Cincy Brewing
h Enliven Nailcare and
Massage
h Nancy Aichholz of
Aviatra
h Taiga Data
h Stephanie Maher
WesBanco
h Angela Norman with
Goddard School of Cen
terville and Stone Valley
Meadows

h Dan Kincaid
The recipients of the
Ronald Schallick Eco
nomic
Development
Award this year were Cin
cy Brewing Company in
Lockland and Enliven
Nailcare and Massage in
College Hill. Both compa
nies were negatively im
pacted by Covid and util

businesses into the com
munity and oﬀered them
education,
coaching,
mentoring, networking,
and access to capital.
Businesses that she and
Aviatra have worked with
have created 15,000 jobs,
accessed multimillions
of dollars in funding, and
generated
cumulative
revenues of over $1 Bil
lion.
The recipient of the

Business Center Client of
the Year was Taiga Data.
They focus on a niche
market, providing busi
ness intelligence and da
ta analytics to conve
nience store and fuel re
tailers. Their ability to fo
cus on a speciﬁc market
has allowed them to reap
the beneﬁts both in terms
of sales, productmarket
ﬁt, and investment fund
ing. They recently re
ceived $2 million in fund
ing and have grown to 15
employees.
We celebrated Stepha
nie Maher of WesBanco
as the Lending Advocate
of the Year. Stephanie ob
tained the approval of
ﬁve SBA 504 Loans, total
ing over $8.5 Million in
total investment in our
region. This equated to 29
jobs created. WesBanco
obtained a total of nine
loan approvals for $12
million in total invest
ment and 39 jobs created.
These eﬀorts will have a
longterm positive im
pact on our community’s
economic development.
Angela Norman with
Goddard School of Cen
terville and Stone Valley
Meadows was celebrated
as the Business Lending
Project of the Year. Ange
la is an experienced en
trepreneur
and
has
worked with HCDC to ob
tain SBA 504 funding on
multiple projects.
The last award, the
Larry Albice Entrepre
neurship Award, went to
Dan Kincaid, a serial en
trepreneur, whose cur
rent project is Sense Di
agnostics. He was an Ex
ecutive in Residence at a
startup, an Executive Di
rector of an Accelerator,
an Angel Investor, and
startup founder.
Trisha Sefakis, HCDC,
Inc.

